ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
The beginning of a new profession is an exciting next step for many new teachers. Current preservice teachers are very good at communicating and using online interactive technology. However, there is concern as to whether they are prepared to integrate these technologies into their future professional responsibilities (Lei, 2009 ). According to Clydesdale (2007) , the current generation of college students may tend to be impatient with traditional ways of communicating. They are thought of as "plugged in," and technologically savvy. These students are oftentimes referred to as the "digital generation", because they were born in a world where communication and information technologies are inherent to their personal and social lives.
A critical professional skill for teachers, particularly teachers in special education, is to be able to communicate and collaborate with parents and other professionals about children's educational programs. Because of the popularity of social media and the high frequency of use by students, there is a potential value of Web 2.0 technologies (e.g., wikis, blogs, social networking, podcasting, media sharing, imessages, blogs) for teaching and learning. The need also exists for students to develop By 21st century skills (Sadaf, Newby, & Ertmer, 2012) . Although many teacher educators may believe that they provide all the necessary training so that their graduates can go out into the world with the best 21st century skills possible, studies have shown that teachers do not feel adequately prepared to integrate technology into their classroom instruction for studentcentered learning (Sutton, 2011) . This is especially important for preservice teachers in special education, where technology is often used as a critical tool for student success, and where parent participation, collaboration, and communication are fundamental to successful outcomes of students. It is worthy to note that although technology is more accessible and is certainly used more often in classrooms today, most teachers and students still tend to use technology for basictasks (Sutton, 2011) .
Major changes to the educational landscape by virtual worlds, mobile devices and applications to increase learning have made it necessary for educators to rethink not only the social academic work environments based on Web 2.0, but also the learning needs of students (Danciu & Grosseck, 2011) . Social networking mediums that rely on 
Data Analyses
Inferential analyses were used to address the first research question which investigated if there would be a difference in the participants' attitudes toward using Edublogs in teaching and learning related to transition following the 10-week period of intervention. Researchers cleared and reviewed data for coding errors and checked for statistical assumptions with respect to skewness and distribution.
Analysis of the assumptions indicated that the data were not normally distributed. Therefore, non-parametric tests were used. Non-parametric tests require no assumptions about the distribution of scores and involve rank ordering to minimize the possible effects of outliers; and differences in the sample size between the groups can be were presented in reverse and non-reverse formats to participants. However, for the purpose of analyses and presentation, the multi-item pairs were reorganized so that they were consistent with a rating scale from 1 "strongly agree" to 7 "strongly disagree" in the manner according to Categories were examined in relation to each other, resulting in a hierarchical structure. Codes and themes were determined to reduce data into the final categories.
Results

Quantitative
Comparisons between pre-and post-ratings related to
participants' feelings about their use of Edublogs for teaching and learning yielded five significant variable pairs. Nonparametric tests of significance (Mann-Whitney U, p < .05, two-tailed) were used to test for differences. Of the 15 multi-item pairs, the following pairs were found to be significant at the .05 level with pre-and post-survey ratings (Table 2) 
Qualitative
The analyses of the data in the pre-and post-survey revealed a variety of themes related to the participants' Table 2 .
Results for Mann-Whitney U-Tests for Variable of Interest
Note †= Based on 7-point Likert 1 "strongly agree" to 7 "strongly disagree" *p=value < .05 
Post Knowledge
The major emerging theme from this category was that an
Edublog is a pathway for learning and sharing information. 
Post Thoughts
The major theme that emerged from this category was that an Edublog is a good educational resource.
"I think they are important and a great tool for student." "Very well needed. It is a lot of informative that you can
find out at our own leisure time." "I think all school districts should start one to help parents, students, and professionals."
Pre Experiences
The only emerging theme was that participants had no experience with the use of Edublogs as indicated by: 
Post Experiences
The emerging theme from this category was an Edublog is a positive experience. All comments related to experiences of using Edublogs were generally positive ranging from being fun and useful to an effective resource for sharing information in future classrooms. 
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Discussion and Conclusion
In this study, the teaching and use of Edublogs and the impact on the preservice teachers' knowledge, thoughts, experiences, and attitudes over a ten-week period were Whereas, we do not contend that Edublogs is the single entity or a panacea for effective collaborative interactions, instead it is a viable, readily available, easy to use, wellfamiliar resource that demands serious consideration.
